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UPCOMING EVENTS 

December, 2015 - No Club Meeting:  

January 1st,  2016 - Frozen Finger Fun fly 

January, 12th, 2016 -Winter Party 

 

HSRCC WINTER PARTY HONORING “MR. “T” 

 

 
 

 
The Club’s winter party has evolved.  And, will evolve even more with your participation.   Come to Red’s #395 Grill 

located at 1055 S. Carson Street, Carson City, on January 12, 2016 (the regular club meeting night).  Our party will be in 

the group room (no open walls to the restaurant), just to the left of the entrance.  The Pre-dinner get together will begin at 

6:30 with a no host bar.   

 

Tom Reinbolt has served the club for years in a way that benefited all members….his focus has always been on the 

maintenance of the Pony Express Airpark, and on club members’ comfort while at the Airpark.   

 

Come and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship, and “Share a Tease, with Mr. “T”.     

 



We are planning on recorded music as you arrive, uplifting tunes to get you to up and around and to greet other members.  

While you are enjoying your pre-dinner beverage and fellowship, we plan on using the overhead projection system to 

display a rotating group of photos taken from early newsletters. 

 

Dinner will be via a “Short Menu”, fixed price, costing you $30.00 per dinner, pay at the door, but please RSVP (see 

below).  Dinner includes salad, non-alcoholic beverage, choice of steak, chicken Caesar salad, ribs, chicken picata, steak 

salad.  If you have any dietary needs, let Bob Sullivan know.  Red’s is very flexible and easy to work with, and happy to 

host us. 

 

Please RSVP to Bob Sullivan, RTSully1@aol.com , with your name and number of guests you will be bringing.  

Reminders will be sent out in later weeks.  Questions…contact Bob Sullivan. 

 

 

Frozen Finger Fun Fly 
New Years Day, January 1st, 2016 

 
 
The only competition is between the participant and Mother Nature. You must make at least one pass around the 
pattern. You can be gas powered, glow powered, electric powered, rubber powered or if you have enough "umpph', 
hand launched. You must have an AMA card to fly. Once around the pattern, you have the bragging rights to say that 
you flew in the 2016 Frozen Finger Fun Fly. Hot chocolate will be provided. If it snows, skis would be good to have. If it 
floods, floats may work. Of course, wheels most always work. I will probably show up around 9:30 AM and we will fly 
until YOU are done. There are no time limits and no prizes are handed out. - Gary Fuller 
  
Pictures from the 2013 event. 
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The FAA and Drones 
I believe it is a hassle, but there are so many “Drones” on the market these days, that anyone who can get to the gas 

station on McCarran and Longley, the one with the Pho restaurant attached, can buy a “Drone”.  I find them all annoying 

as hell, and think they should be banned all together.  

Unfortunately, the FAA cannot distinguish between skillfully built and expertly flown model aircraft, and a toy.  The ease 

of throwing something in the air with no training or commitment has created a huge shift in the hobby.  You can see it as 

our magazines deteriorate into Chinese advertising. You can taste the MSG!   

My hope is that this will be a regulatory overshoot, and will be tapered back in areas as the people who don’t get it are 

given the chance to see what our hobby has to offer, and the level of safety that trained people can operate.  By 

registering, they will be able to see the sheer number of responsible people out there, and will be able to pinpoint who 

is higher risk.  This will correlate to AMA memberships, and other trends. Maybe there will be ‘classes’, just like your 

drivers license. Not everyone can drive a tractor-trailer, but everyone gets to drive (and must be registered)!  With 

proficiency certification, us “professional” hobbyists will be given a wider range of freedom than the guy that bough his 

drone at the gas station.  I also believe they will have the same issues as ObamaCare… The website will either crash, or 

sit vacant.  It’s going to be bumpy, but I'm not going to give up on the whole thing just because they want my name and 

number.  If we all operate safely and respect the rules, we may be able to guide the future.  If we throw a fit, we will be 

squashed.   

Best Regards, 

Kyle Pruett 

Design Engineer, Drone America 

 

 

When I read it all at first, I was dismayed and pissed off.  I felt like the Politically Correct movement made inroads to kill 

the fun in model aviation - something I've thoroughly enjoyed as an intellectual and adventurous outlet since I can 

remember (first AMA membership at 8 years old, and free flight and balsa sticks before that). 

Then, the reality sort of crept over me throughout the day.  Like Kyle's comment - "I can taste the MSG in the ads!" or 

similar.  It's true.  Today's consumer "point and click" RC quad-copter frenzy is not the model aviation we all knew and 

loved.  Our passion for model aviation is not just ours today, it's everyone's.  We had it good, and change is hard. 

 

What made me think the FAA had to (in fact) do something came to me via two realizations.  First, back in July, I heard a 

CSpan audio clip of the FAA head taking a beating over why the FAA had not "done something" about the "drone 

problem" that was said to threaten civil aviation safety.  I knew politically this was a done deal at that point, but was not 

convinced that this was anything more than an airspace grab.  Then I read - no kidding - most of the 220 page FAA 

release today.  Way back in that document there are collated FAA reports from pilots taking evasive action to avoid 

drones.  This type of an event has gone from essentially zero in 2013 to about 40 a month in late 2015 with forecasts 

blossoming for 2016.  I have heard people suggest these must be false reports.  As a professional pilot, I can poke some 

big holes in this argument however.  Filing FAA reports are not something to be taken lightly and often lead to 

investigations that can feel like fishing trips into your records and compliance history.  Pilots don't generally ask for 

those types of things.  This can be sort of like asking for an audit from the IRS about your finances but from the FAA 

concerning your license.  So unless the FAA has falsified these reports and I highly doubt it, it's a truth that eventually 

fatalities will occur from RC aircraft and real airplanes mixing paint when you look at the math.  Unfortunately, and we 



know this -  it's not guys like us that are causing problems, it's the clowns and the clueless Baby Hueys out there.  

According to "forecasts" (accuracy??) apparently, more RC drones of capable performance will be given to more new RC 

drivers this Xmas than in all times previous, combined. 

We have been gentrified, gentleman.  Moved right out of our own neighborhood by the all mighty dollar, and the 

masses, with their money to spend. 

Oh well, at least we can just register once and it covers all our models.  The chat about registering a new model, before 

the first flight can take place, is only an act of writing down our unique registration number we own for our fleet with a 

Sharpie Marker in the canopy interior.  Not a hindrance to a flight on a nice day when we are ready to go.  But really, this 

just tells those that know better not to be morons and I'm not sure if registration is going to help an idiot not do stupid 

things. 

Am I happy?  No.  Do I also like what the NV legislation did to care free days of park flying and hand launch gliders in 

parks or slopes via AB239?  No.  But I'm at peace that reality suggests change is inevitable.  Perhaps we can find a small 

inroad to make use of the change for our good.  And, the pendulum swings and perhaps we can work toward baffling 

this recent movement and make inroads for responsible model aviators in the future. 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Holidays to all. 

Ed Putnam 

 

 

An excerpt from the AMA's communication on Dec 17th. 

"While we continue to believe that registration makes sense at some threshold and for flyers operating outside of a 

community-based organization or flying for commercial purposes, we also strongly believe our members are not the 

problem and should not have to bear the burden of additional regulations.  Safety has been the cornerstone of our 

organization for 80 years and AMA's members strive to be a part of the solution.   

As we proceed with this process, we suggest AMA members hold off on registering their model aircraft with the FAA 

until advised by the AMA or until February 19, the FAA's legal deadline for registering existing model aircraft.   

Holding off on registration will allow AMA time to fully consider all possible options. On a parallel track, it also allows 

AMA to complete ongoing conversations with the FAA about how best to streamline the registration process for our 

members. " 

I am not sure how this helps the AMA, but I have included it here for your determination on how you want to proceed! 

 - Dan Etcheto 

 

 

IMPROVED LARGE PLANE TAIL RESTRANTS 

Recently, the two large plane trail restraint devices on each end of the table set-up area were upgraded.  This is 

a big safety improvement. 

The existing units were showing age, wear and tear.  And, they were not sufficient for the larger aircraft now 

being flown at the Pony Express Airpark. The solution was to “unwrap” the existing units, and then put stout 

tubular sleeves of a longer length, about 6 inches higher than existing, over the original uprights.   



These sleeves were pinned in place with small diameter stainless steel bolts, passing through the original pipe 

uprights. The new sleeved uprights were then wrapped in pipe insulation, and that in turn wrapped with all-

weather tape.  And to add a bit more safety, a stripe  of color was added to the top and the bottom of each 

sleeve.   

The new sleeves have since been amply tested by large aircraft, and work admirably.  The sleeves have also 

been used by mid-sized aircraft.   Try them.  You will like the ease of use. 

 

 

 

We are going to have a door prize at the Winter Party! 

The price you pay for the dinner also includes taxes, gratuity and one ticket to win.  Additional chances to win can be 

purchased before the drawing for $5 per ticket.  The prize is a NIB  

Dynam 310 Grand Cruiser 1280mm (50") Wingspan 
 

From MotionRC's web site: 

 

Features: 

 Realistic scale features including attractive 310 paint scheme and molded panel lines 

 Servoless electronic retractable landing gear 



 Powerful M2815A-KV1100 Twin motors  

 LED navigation lights add scale realism and help make the plane more visible during dawn and dusk 

flights 

 Optional flaps allow for shorter take offs and slower landings - ideal for when you have a short runway 

Includes:  

 Dynam 310 Grand Cruiser 1280mm (50") Wingspan - Receiver Ready 

 ESCs with T connector, servos, motors and electronic retractable landing gear come pre-installed for your 

convenience 

 Decal set 

Requires: 

 Minimum 5 Channel Radio  

 5 Channel Receiver  

 3 Cell 11.1V 2200 mAh LiPo Battery 

 Lipo Battery Charger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


